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Programme
Joseph Haydn (1732–1809)

Representation of chaos  
In the beginning God created  

the heaven and the earth

The heavens are telling (Creation) 

Charles Wood (1866–1926) 

Hail gladdening light 

Morten Lauridsen (b.1943)

Lux aeterna 
 

Interval

Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847)

The sorrows of death 
The night is departing (Lobgesang) 

Hirini Melbourne (1949–2003)

Purea nei 

Jenny McLeod (b.1941)

Indigo II 

Jonathan Berkahn (b.1971)

Magnificat and Nunc dimittis
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About this Concert
not a traditional requiem with themes of 
death and divine punishment. Rather, it is 
a meditation on light, charting a trajectory 
toward wholeness and healing.

Lux Aeterna is in five movements which 
follow each other without pause, each 
describing a different kind of sacred light. 
The work begins with the same pitch 
sustained at the two extremes of the organ’s 
register, opening a vast space in which 
the music will unfold. The fluid organ 
introduction offsets the meditative, chant-like 
lines of the choir, gradually ascending as the 
text about perpetual light unfolds.

The second movement, dealing with the 
mystery of the Incarnation, is the most 
introspective of the set. Lauridsen splits 
the choir into antiphonal pairs, alternating 
between them for most of the text, before 
breaking into an inverted canon on the words 
“Fiat misericordia” (have mercy on us). The 
men’s voices echo the women’s melody, but 
“upside down,” creating the musical effect of 
a mirror image between the vocal pairs. The 
modal mixture of the harmony heightens the 
enigmatic quality of the movement.

In every way, the third movement is the heart 
of the work. Describing the light of Christ, 
this is the only unaccompanied movement 
in the piece, allowing the choir to shine. As 
the flowing vocal lines converge to form 
ethereal harmonies, the piece speaks of 
hope, joy, and absolute serenity, embodying 
the transcendence and sense of sacredness 
present in the text.

With its exuberant triple metre and joyous 
sense of momentum, the fourth movement 
gives a vivid impression of its subject – the 

On either side of the church you’ll notice 
two small tables of candles, always present, 
usually lit. Sometimes I light a candle in 
prayer for a particular person or need; 
sometimes to remember someone who has 
died. And sometimes I light a candle simply 
to express a choice for light over darkness. 
Winter has now arrived, darkness has fallen, 
and so now seems an excellent time for a 
concert in celebration of light. 

We start with what is probably the single 
most iconic depiction of light in the classical 
repertoire, the opening of Haydn’s Creation. 
After the representation of chaos, we find 
the Spirit of God moving over the face of 
the waters, and then hear – and “see” – the 
first great creative word. Tonight we follow 
this with the famous hymn of praise from 
the heavens that closes the first part of the 
oratorio.

The choir will then divide into two separate 
choirs to sing Charles Wood’s “Hail 
gladdening light,” where in the middle 
section you can vividly hear the lights 
of evening come to life one by one. This 
prayer, dating from the late 3rd or early 4th 
centuries, is one of the oldest hymns still in 
use today.

The main work we are singing tonight is 
Morten Lauridsen’s Lux Aeterna. Lauridsen 
is a highly distinguished American choral 
composer who draws on a diverse range of 
influences ranging from Gregorian chant to 
Renaissance polyphony, lush Romanticism 
and music of the 20th century.

Although he composed the work as his 
mother was dying, and the opening text is 
drawn from the requiem mass, the piece is 



Holy Spirit. If the previous movement was 
luminous candlelight, this one bursts forth as 
a beam of bright sunlight.

Opening with a tranquil Angus Dei, the fifth 
movement brings the entire work full circle, 
by restating the chant-like melodies from the 
first movement. A jubilant Alleluia section 
intervenes before the piece finishes as it 
began, softly and reverently, with an organ 
chord again encompassing two extremes 
of register, reminding us of the huge space 
traversed.

The second part of tonight’s concert begins 
with an anxiously questioning movement 
from Felix Mendelssohn’s Lobgesang (Hymn 
of Praise): The tenor soloist (Thomas Nikora) 
sings “The sorrows of death” followed by 
the choir with “Watchman, will the night 
soon pass?” before the day dawns in possibly 
the most joyful and rambunctious chorus 
Mendelssohn ever wrote. 

We finish the evening with a bracket of 
New Zealand pieces; first Hirini Melbourne’s 
lovely “Purea nei.” Hirini Melbourne is 
believed to have written (or at least adapted) 
the song as a way of heartening a blind 
student who came to him for support and 
encouragement.

Jenny McLeod’s “Indigo II” was written as 
part of a cycle of Sun Festival Carols, for 
massed performance in the open air. It has 
come into use as a hymn or carol in its own 
right, and its words seem more necessary 
today than ever: “Troubled times will always 
find a voice of troubled doom: look towards 
the light and carry on.”

The concert will close with a Magnificat 
and Nunc dimittis by the choir’s conductor, 
Jonathan Berkahn. The first is a fierce hymn 

of praise and triumph over injustice from 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, anything but meek 
and submissive. As an evensong setting, it 
possibly doesn’t sound very “Anglican”, but 
the composer (a devout Anglican himself) 
doesn’t greatly mind.

The Nunc dimittis: “Lord, now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace...” serves as a 
gentle benediction to end the concert. It also 
marks the end of Jonathan’s tenure as the 
choir’s director of music, as from this point 
on he hands the reins over to his able deputy 
and accompanist, Ingrid Schoenfeld (and 
becomes accompanist himself).

Shayna Tweed — Soprano 

Shayna completed her post graduate diploma 
in “classical performance voice” through the 
New Zealand School of Music in 2017. She 
recently performed the role of Adele with 
WGSLO’s production of “Die Fledermaus.” 
In 2017 Shayna was a member of The 
Freemasons New Zealand Opera Chorus 
for their production of “Carmen” as well as 
playing  Barbarina in a production of “The 
Marriage of Figaro.”

She was a featured soloist in the choir’s 
singalong “Messiah” concert in 2018.



Texts

Haydn
Raphael: In the beginning God created the 

Heaven, and the earth; and the earth was 
without form and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep.

Chorus: And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. And God said: Let there be 
Light, and there was Light.

Uriel: And God saw the Light, that it was good; 
and God divided the light from the darkness.

Chorus: The heavens are telling the glory of 
God. The wonder of his work displays the 
firmament.

Gabriel, Uriel, Raphael: How day unto day is 
speaking his praise; while night unto night his 
glory proclaims.

Chorus: The heavens are telling the glory of 
God. The wonder of his work displays the 
firmament.

Gabriel, Uriel, Raphael: In all the land resounds 
the word, never unperceived, ever understood.

Chorus: The heavens are telling the glory of 
God. The wonder of his work displays the 
firmament.

Wood
Phos hilaron (Greek, 3rd or 4th century,  
translated by John Keble, 1792-1866)

Hail! gladdening Light,  
of His pure glory poured 
Who is th’immortal Father, heavenly, blest, 
Holiest of Holies—Jesus Christ our Lord!

Now we are come to the Sun’s hour of rest; 
The lights of evening round us shine; 
We hymn the Father, Son,  
and Holy Spirit divine!

Worthiest art thou at all times to be sung 
With undefiled tongue, 
Son of our God, giver of life, alone: 
Therefore in all the world thy glories,  
Lord, they own. Amen.

Lauridsen 
Lux Aeterna

I – Introitus

Requiem Aeternam dona eis, domine: 
et lux perpetua luceat eis. 
Te decet hymnus Deus in Zion 
et tibi redetur votum in Jerusalem: 
exaudi orationem meam, 
ad te omnis caro veniet. 
Requiem Aeternam Dona eis, Domine: 
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them 
A hymn befits thee, O God in Sion. 
and to thee a vow shall be fulfilled  
in Jerusalem: 
Hear my prayer, 
for unto thee all flesh shall come. 
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

II – In Te, domine, Speravi

Tu ad liberandum suscepturus hominem 
non horruisti Virginis uterum. 
Tu devicto mortis aculeo, 
aperuisti credentibus regna coelorum. 
Exprtum est in tenebris lumen rectis. 
Miserere nostri, Domine 
miserere nostri. 
Fiat misericordia tua, domine, super nos 
quemadmodum speravimus in te. 
In te domine, speravi: 
non confundar in aeternum.

To deliver us, you became human, 
and did not disdain the virgin’s womb. 
Having blunted the sting of death,  



You opened the Kingdom of heaven  
to all believers. 
A light has risen in the darkness  
for the upright. 
have mercy upon us, O Lord, 
Have mercy upon us. 
Let thy mercy be upon us, O Lord, 
as we have trusted in thee. 
In thee, O Lord, I have trusted 
let me never be confounded.

III – O Nata Lux

O nata lux de lumine, 
Jesu redemptor saeculi, 
dignare clemens supplicum 
Laudes preces que sumere. 
Qui carne quondam contegi 
dignatus es pro perditis. 
Nos membra confer effici, 
tui beati corporis.

O born light of light, 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
mercifully deem worthy and accept 
the praises and prayers of your supplicants. 
Thou who once deigned to be  
clothed in flesh 
for the sake of the lost ones, 
grant us to be made members 
of your holy body.

IV – Veni, Sancte Spiritus

Veni, Sancte Spiritus, 
Et emitte coelitus 
Lucis tuae radium. 
Veni, pater pauperum, 
Veni, dator munerum, 
Veni, lumen cordium.
Come, Holy spirit, 
send forth from heaven 
the ray of thy light. 
Come, Father of the poor 
Come, giver of gifts 
Come, light of hearts.

Consolator optime,  
Dulcis hospes animae, 
Dulce refrigerim. 
In labore ruquies, 
In aestu temperies, 
In fletu solatium.
Thou best of consolers, 
Sweet guest of the soul 
Sweet refreshment. 
In labour, thou art rest, 
In heat, the tempering, 
In grief, the consolation.
O lux beatissima, 
Reple cordis intima 
Tuorum fidelium. 
Sine tuo numine 
Nihil est in homnie, 
Nihil est innoxium.
O light most blessed, 
Fill the inmost heart 
Of all thy faithful. 
Without your grace, 
There is nothing in us, 
Nothing that is not harmful.
Lava quod est sordidum, 
Riga quod est aridum. 
Sana quod est saucium. 
Flecte quod est rigidum, 
Fove quod est frigidum 
Rege quod est devium.

Cleanse what is sordid, 
Moisten what is arid, 
Heal what is hurt. 
Flex what is rigid, 
Fire what is frigid, 
Correct what goes astray.

Da tuis fidelibus, 
In te confidentibus, 
Sacrum septenarium. 
Da virtutis meritum, 
Da salutis exitum, 
Da perenne gaudium.



Grant to thy faithful, 
Those trusting in thee, 
Thy sacred seven-fold gifts. 
Grant the reward of virtue, 
Grant the deliverance of salvation, 
Grant everlasting joy.

V – Agnus Dei - Lux Aeterna

Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, 
dona eis requiem.

Lamb of god, 
who takest away the sins of the world, 
grant them rest.

Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, 
dona eis requiem.

Lamb of god, 
who takest away the sins of the world, 
grant them rest.

Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, 
dona eis requiem sempiternam.

Lamb of god, 
who takest away the sins of the world, 
grant them rest everlasting.

Lux aeterna luceat eis, domine: 
Cum sanctis tuis in aeternum: 
quia pius es.

May light eternal shine upon them, O Lord 
in the company of thy Saints  
for ever and ever; 
for thou art merciful.

Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domine, 
et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Alleluia. Amen.

Mendelssohn
The sorrows of death  
had closed all around me,  
and hell’s dark terrors had got hold upon me, 
with trouble and deep heaviness;  
but said the Lord,  
“Come, arise from the dead,  
and awake thou that sleepest,  
I bring thee salvation.”
We call through the darkness,  
“Watchman, will the night soon pass?”  
The watchman only said 
“Though the morning will come,  
the night will come also.”  
Ask ye, enquire ye, ask if ye will enquire ye, 
return again, ask:  
“Watchman, will the night soon pass?”
The night is departing,  
the day is approaching. 
Therefore let us cast off  
the works of darkness,  
and let us gird on the armour of light.

H. Melbourne
Purea nei e te hau 
Horoia e te ua 
Whitiwhitia e te rā 
Mahea ake ngā pōraruraru 
Makere ana ngā here.
Scattered by the wind 
washed by the rain 
and transformed by the sun, 
all doubts are swept away 
and all restraints are cast down.
E rere wairua, e rere 
Ki ngā ao o te rangi 
Whitiwhitia e te rā 
Mahea ake ngā pōraruraru 
Makere ana ngā here
Fly O free spirit, fly 
to the clouds in the heavens, 
transformed by the sun, 
with all doubts swept away 
and all restraints cast down.



J. McLeod
Light of lights beholden  
we from days of olden sang this song 
for to understand that peace upon this planet 
was pledged to come. 
Each to other, sister, brother,  
born for life and song, 
look towards the light and carry on: 
let the simple heart and hope among us  
keep our family strong.

Darkness all around us,  
light has always found us, light will come 
where the dark is deepest,  
greater light will keep us safe from harm. 
Troubled times will always find  
a voice of troubled doom, 
look towards the light and carry on: 
let the simple heart and hope among us keep 
our family strong.

Berkahn
Magnificat

(Magnificat anima mea Dominum...)

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour. My soul 
magnifies the Lord, for he has regarded the 
lowliness of his servant.

(Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari 
meo.)

For behold, from this day all generations 
will call me blessed.  
My soul magnifies the Lord,  
for he that is mighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his name.  
And his mercy is on those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 
My soul magnifies the Lord:  
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 

He has shown the strength of his arm;  
he has scattered the proud  
in their arrogance of heart.

He has thrown down the mighty  
from their seats,  
and exalted the humble and meek.  
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and sent the rich empty away.
Remembering his mercy  
he has helped his servant Israel,  
as he promised to our forebears,  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Remembering his mercy;  
remembering his promise.
Glory to the Father; glory to the Son;  
glory to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning is now,  
and ever shall be, Amen. 

Nunc dimittis

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant  
depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared  
before the face of all people  
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles  
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost,  
as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen.

Our CD — on sale tonight

People of the Light features 
music which is patterned 
after the church year. It 
includes The Third Day 
cantata, and also the 
Magnificat & Nunc dimittis 
which you will hear tonight.

 $25.00 each for 1 or 2 copies;  
$20.00 each for 3 or more copies



Festival Singers
Musical Director: Jonathan Berkahn

Accompanist: Ingrid Schoenfeld

Sopranos: Ngaire Bartlett, Madeleine 
Crump, Heather Elder, Heather Garside, 
Carol Inge, Kim New, Pam Southey, 
Christine Taylor, Abbey Tyler, Helen 
Wilberg, Cynthia Wratt 

Altos: Rosemary Biss, Cathy Edge, Karen 
Espersen, Jan Hamill, Wendy Nelson, 
Margaret Pearson, Margaret Seconi, Irene 
Swadling, Rebecca Tyler, Rita Urry, 
Megan Ward

Tenors: Michael David, Joe Fecteau, Paul 
Kilford, Michael Roberts, Robin Willink 

Basses: Jim Baltaxe, Wayne Crump, Philip 
Garside (s), Ian Livingstone, Brian 
Patchett

Sing with us in 2019
*** Open Rehearsal ***

7-9pm Monday 8 July 2019 
Newlands Christian Assembly 

(126 Newlands Road) 

All singers welcome. 

• Learn a wide variety of sacred & secular 
music and really expand your musical 
horizons. 

• We have two more concerts & other 
events planned for the rest of this year.

• Joining is easy. No formal audition is 
required. Come to 3 rehearsals without 
obligation, to try us out.

• We rehearse Mondays 7-9 p.m. at 
Newlands Christian Assembly from 
February to early December.

• We’re an affordable choir. Annual subs 
are $250 for adults, ($225 each for 
couples). Full time students pay just 
$100 for a full year.

• We know you will make new friends 
in our supportive greater Wellington 
community choir.

For more details contact:
Ingrid Schoenfeld (new Musical Director) 

ingrid.s@outlook.co.nz, 027 240 6669 

Jonathan Berkahn (Accompanist)  
jonathan@berkahn.net.nz, 0210 241 7233 

or 
Philip Garside (Secretary)  

books@pgpl.co.nz,  home 475 8855

Our Programme  
for the remainder of 2019

• A Saturday in August 2019 – Ceilidh 
with Vic Folk band.

• 7:00pm Saturday 21 September 
2019 – Island Bay Presbyterian Church: 
Gloria concert, including Vivaldi 
Gloria, and a new Gloria by Jonathan.

• 23 & 24 November 2019 A Very 
Welly Christmas. Festival Singers will 
perform a 30 minute slot on Saturday 
and a 30 minute slot on Sunday.

• 2:30pm Sunday 1 December 2019 – 
Christmas concert St John’s Anglican 
Johnsonville.

Website:  
www.festivalsingers.wordpress.com

Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/FestivalSingers


